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ANNOUNCEMENTSThe American Association for
Thoracic Surgery
AATSFocusonThoracicSurgery:LungCancer
November 16–17, 2012
Boston Marriott Copley Place
Boston, MA
Program Directors
Drs G. Alec Patterson and David J. Sugarbaker, along with
Program Committee members, Drs Thomas D’Amico, Shaf
Keshavjee, James D. Luketich, Bryan Meyers, and Scott J.
Swanson have developed a robust two-day program filled
with invited lectures, case based presentations, videos, and
panel discussions on the following topics:
 CT screening
 Staging
 Navigational Bronchoscopy
 EBUS/EUS
 Video Mediastinoscopy
 VAMLA-TEMLA
 VATS, Robotic and Open Resection
 Lobectomy, Segmentectomy-Wedge and Pneumonec-
tomy
 RFA
 SBRT
 Brachytherapy
 Role of induction Rx and Resection
 Extended Resection
 Guidelines, Efficiency of Care and Database
The complete program can be viewed online at http://aats.
org/LungCancer/program.cgi. Housing and registration
will be available soon.
Target Audience
Thoracic Surgeons, Pulmonologists, Radiologists, Thoracic
Oncologists, Primary Care Physicians, Residents/Fellows,
Physician Assistants, and Allied Health Professionals.The Journal of Thoracic and CaLung cancer is the second most common malignancy in
the Western world and the most common cause of can-
cer-related death. Recent innovations in diagnosis, stag-
ing, and management of early stage and locally
advanced non-small cell lung cancer have changed the par-
adigm for surgical management of lung cancer patients. A
virtual explosion of technological development has en-
abled widespread use of minimally invasive approaches
that current and future thoracic surgeons must embrace
to improve the care of patients with lung cancer. The
AATS has chosen to highlight these recent developments
in its inaugural ‘‘Focus on Thoracic Surgery.’’ The faculty
for this program is internationally recognized experts in
lung cancer and application of new technology for its sur-
gical management.Educational Objectives
 Analyze the current role of endoscopic strategies for
lung cancer diagnosis and staging
 Learn the advantages and limitations of limited resec-
tion for early stage lung cancer
 Appreciate the role of surgical resection in pa-
tients with locally advanced and nodal metastatic
disease
 Identify the various approaches to minimally invasive
pulmonary resection
 Understand the technical challenges and results of ex-
tended pulmonary resection
 Learn the current role of stereotactic body radiotherapy
(SBRT) in the management of early stage non–small
cell lung cancer
The American Association for Thoracic Surgery is ac-
credited by the Accreditation Council for Continuing Med-
ical Education to provide continuing medical education for
physicians. This live activity has been approved for AMA
PRA Category 1 Credits.The Western Thoracic Surgical
AssociationThe WTSA 2012 Annual Meeting in Review
The 38th Annual Meeting of the Western Thoracic Surgical
Association was held at the Grand Wailea on Maui, Hawaii,
June 27-30, 2012. The meeting included oral presentation of
20 original papers, panel discussions, a postgraduate course,
and 39 additional papers presented during concurrent forums
in the disciplines of adult cardiac, general thoracic, and con-
genital heart disease. The Annual Meeting attracted nearly
290 physicians and allied health professionals and provided
an outstanding educational program with ample opportuni-ties for open discussion, scientific debate, and the collegial-
ity characteristic of the WTSA Annual Meeting.
Educational highlights of the program included a ‘‘Contro-
versies in Thoracic Surgery’’ session that debated whether
‘‘General Thoracic Surgery Is Best Taught in an I6 Pro-
gram’’ and was moderated by John D. Mitchell, with Mi-
chael S. Mulligan presenting the pro side and Joseph B.
Shrager arguing against. In addition, the Presidential Ad-
dress, given by Robert C. Robbins, was entitled ‘‘Change
You Can Count On.’’
Breakfast Sessions were also held in 2 practice-based areas:
‘‘A Balanced Approach to Operative Services Performance
Improvement Using Lean Methods’’ with Lynn Martin,
and ‘‘How to Set Up a Transcatheter Aortic Valve Replace-
ment Program’’ with Michael J. Mack.rdiovascular Surgery c Volume 144, Number 4 991
2011-2012 WTSA Council (seated, left to right) Ross M. Bremner, Thomas A. Burdon, Robert C. Robbins, John C. Chen, John D. Mitchell, and James I.
Fann; (standing, left to right) Michael S. Mulligan, Arthur N. Thomas, Robbin G. Cohen, and Marvin Pomerantz.
AnnouncementsThe C. Walton Lillehei Point/Counterpoint Session debated
‘‘Open Aortic Valve Replacement vs Transcatheter Aortic
Valve Replacement in the Low-Risk Patient’’ and was mod-
erated by Robert C. Robbins with Anthony P. Furnary argu-
ing in favor of the open procedure and William F. Fearon
the TAVR procedure. The Postgraduate Course, titled
‘‘Paging Dr Moore, STAT’’ and sponsored by White Me-
morial Medical Center and Foundation, Lyman A. Brewer
III Fund, featured Arnold Milstein from the Stanford Clin-
ical Excellence Research Center, a collaboration of the
Schools of Medicine, Engineering and Business to design
and test new health care delivery models that both lower
per capita health care spending and improve clinical out-
comes.
In addition, the Western inaugurated a Spouse Forum with
a session entitled, ‘‘Having the Relationships You Want:
Understanding the Psychology of Relationships,’’ facilitated
by Jamie Ungerleider. And an Invited Guest Speaker session
was added, with Mark Emmert, NCAA President, address-
ing ‘‘Leading When Change Counts.’’
Several awards were presented during the meeting. The
Donald B. Doty Educational Award was given to James I.
Fann, from Stanford University, for his proposal, ‘‘Does
Frame of Reference Impact Technical Skills?’’; the Norman
E. Shumway Award for the Best Paper co-authored by
a WTSA member was awarded to Sarah Geisbuesch of
Mount Sinai Medical Center in New York for her presenta-
tion ‘‘A Prospective Study of Growth and Rupture Risk of
Small-to-Moderate Size Ascending Aortic Aneurysms’’;
and the Samson Resident Prize Essay Award was given to
Ryan Kim of the Synergy Medical Education Alliance in
Saginaw, Michigan, for ‘‘Routine Left Atrial Appendage Li-992 The Journal of Thoracic and Cardiovascular Surggation in All Open Heart Surgery to Prevent Postoperative
Cerebrovascular Accident.’’
The 2012-2013 Officers elected during the meeting include:
President John C. Chen, Honolulu, Hawaii; Vice President,
Thomas A. Burdon, Stanford, California; Secretary Patricia
A. Thistlethwaite, La Jolla, California; Treasurer Joseph C.
Cleveland, Aurora, Colorado; Councillor-at-Large Mark T.
Metzdorff, Denver; Historian Marvin Pomerantz, Denver,
Colorado; and Editor Lawrence H. Cohn, Boston, Massa-
chusetts.
Also during the 38thAnnualMeeting, 19 newmembers were
elected to WTSA membership: Ramin E. Beygui, Stanford,
California; Preben Brandenhoff, San Francisco, California;
Anthony D. Caffarelli, Newport Beach, California; David
Tom Cooke, Sacramento, California; Patrick A. DeValeria,
Phoenix, Arizona; Chuong D. Hoang, Stanford, California;
Steven C. Howe, Lake Charles, Louisiana; Jasmine L.
Huang, Phoenix, Arizona; Teresa M. Kieser, Calgary, Al-
berta, Canada; Jules Lin, Ann Arbor, Michigan; David W.
Nelson, Bellevue, Washington; Peter Pastuszko, San Diego,
California; Thomas Brett Reece, Aurora, Colorado; Richard
C. Richter, San Francisco, California; Jess D. Schwartz, Al-
buquerque, New Mexico; Yong Shin, Clackamas, Oregon;
and Eric M. Sievers, Jackson, Tennessee.Applications for Membership
The WTSA Application for Membership is now online and
must be submitted electronically. A candidate’s application
must include the following uploads: a photo, a complete
curriculum vitae with bibliography, and the 3 most signifi-
cant articles that s/he personally wrote. The candidatesery c October 2012
